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Eight-year-old Makayla Hainline says she hopes moviegoers will learn from “Wonder.” “People won't stare and won't be scared to ask me 
questions and stuff,” she says. “They will understand I’m just a regular, rare, special little girl.” 


COMMENTARY 


‘Maybe people won't think 
I'm weird’: ‘Wonder’ movie 
gives Kansas girls hope 


BY JENEE OSTERHELDT 
josterheldt@kcstar.com 


Makayla Hainline has been 
waiting for a movie like “Won- 
der.” 

It’s the tale of Auggie Pull- 
man, a 10-year-old boy who 
loves “Star Wars,” Halloween 
and science. He also has 
Treacher Collins syndrome, a 
rare genetic condition affecting 
the way the face develops. 


“Me and this Auggie kid are 
like brothers and sisters,” Ma- 
kayla tells me, her blue eyes so 
bold not even her glasses can 
hide their brilliance. “We have a 
lot in common. He had a feed- 
ing tube like me. He had 27 
surgeries. I had like four to five 
or maybe six. (She’s had 10.) I 
feel like a movie about a kid 
that has what I have makes me 
feel happy.” 

Her mother, Angela, says she 
and her husband didn’t know 
their baby girl had the condition 
until she was born. Their oldest 
daughter, Mariah, did not have 
it. 

Initially Angela wondered if 
she had worked too hard during 
her pregnancy. Was it her fault? 


To learn more 


Mission Hills filmmaker Jen 
Greenstreet made the short 
documentary “Just Like You — 
Facial Anomalies,” capturing the 
journey of four kids with facial 
anomalies. Just Like You films 
aim to create empathy and raise 
awareness by telling the stories 
of everyday kids. You can find it 
on YouTube. 


Of course not. This condition 
touches only 1 in 50,000 new- 
borns, often affecting the cheek- 
bones, ears, jaw and eyelids, 


making it hard to eat, speak, 
hear and see. Surgeries and the 
team at Children’s Mercy Hos- 
pital help with the physical 
challenges. Family, friends and 
Makayla’s school help this To- 
peka family face the world. 

Right from the start, Angela 
and her husband decided they 
would raise Makayla to be out- 
going. 

“We put her in school, and 
we've raised her to understand 
she is no different from any- 
body else,” Angela says. 

But people stare. Sometimes 
they’re scared. 

The movie is based on the 
2012 best-selling novel by R.J. 
Palacio, whose own 3-year-old 
son once saw a little girl with a 
severe facial deformity in an ice 
cream shop and cried. Palacio 
grabbed her kids and left. Her 
shame led her to write “Won- 
der” as a teaching moment. 

The film, which opened Fri- 
day, stars Julia Roberts and 
Owen Wilson as the parents of 
Auggie (played by Jacob Trem- 
blay of “Room”). The tearjerker 
does this sweet novel justice 
and should spread the teaching 
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BUSINESS 


NEW FROM TESLA: 
ELECTRIC TRUCK, 
SPORTS CAR 


The Roadster will be the 


world’s fastest production 
car, says CEO Musk. 6A 


Jesse Jackson discloses 
Parkinson’s diagnosis 


BY SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press 


CHICAGO 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson dis- 
closed publicly Friday that he 
has been seeking outpatient care 
for two years for Parkinson’s 
disease and plans to dedicate 
himself to physical therapy. 

In a Friday letter to support- 
ers, the 76-year-old civil rights 
icon said family and friends 
noticed a change in him about 
three years ago and he could 
no longer ignore symptoms of 


the chronic neur- 
ological disorder 
that causes 
movement diffi- 
culties. 
“Recognition of 


the effects of this 
The Rev. disease on me 
Jesse has been painful, 
Jackson and I have been 

slow to grasp the 


gravity of it,” he wrote. “For me, 
a Parkinson’s diagnosis is not a 
stop sign but rather a signal that 
I must make lifestyle changes 
and dedicate myself to physical 
therapy in hopes of slowing the 


disease’s progression.” 

Jackson also released a 
Northwestern Medicine letter 
saying he was diagnosed in 
2015 and has since sought 
outpatient care. 

Jackson vowed to use his 
voice to help find a cure for the 
disease. He declined an in- 
terview Friday. 

About 60,000 people in the 
U.S. are diagnosed with Parkin- 
son’s annually, according to the 
Parkinson’s Foundation. It can 
start with tremors and symp- 
toms generally worsen over 
time. The exact cause isn’t 
known and treatments include 
medications, surgery and phys- 
ical therapy. 

The disease itself isn’t fatal 
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For two 
senators, 
fight over 
tax bill gets 
personal 


BY ALAN RAPPEPORT 
New York Times 


As the $1.5 trillion tax cut 
sailed through the House on 
Thursday along party lines, the 
Senate Finance Committee was 
beset by sharp exchanges be- 
tween Republicans and Demo- 
crats, who spent an arduous day 
trying - and failing - to change a 
bill they said would favor corpo- 
rations and the rich over every- 
one else. 

As midnight approached, 
Republicans on the usually col- 
legial committee united to push 
an amended version of their tax 
overhaul toward the Senate 
floor, prompting an angry ex- 
change between Sen. Sherrod 
Brown, D-Ohio, and Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, the committee 
chairman, over who really bene- 
fits from the bill. 

“That whole thing about high- 
er wages, well, it’s a good selling 
point,” Brown said. “Just spare 
us the bank shot, spare us the 
sarcasm, and the satire.” 

Hatch, who had wearily toler- 
ated hours of debate on a bill 
that Republicans have always 
planned to push along party 
lines, had heard enough. 

“I come from the poor people, 
and I’ve been here working my 
whole stinking career for people 


SEE TAXES, 2A 


TAX BILL 


SENATOR'S VOTE 
ON TAX BILL MAY 
BE TOUGH SELL 


Claire McCaskill’s vote 
Thursday against the GOP 
tax bill was a calculated 
political risk for a senator in 
Trump-loving Missouri. 2A 


KANSAS 


CAPITOL PROTEST 
COULD COST $500 


Groups planning protests 
next year could be required 
to pay hundreds of dollars, 
while similar events at the 
Missouri Capitol are free. 4A 
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